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Shaun Newman
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completed guitars
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In Search

of Harmony

When he broke both legs in an accident, Shaun
Newman’s life took on a whole new direction

haun Newman retired
from his demanding
director’s job last
autumn to concentrate
on making quality
guitars by hand. His hobby is now
his career. Shaun was in his
twenties before he learned to play
the guitar. After taking a degree in
German, he taught English in
Germany, where a colleague gave
him his guitar. Not one to miss an
opportunity, Shaun taught himself,
piecing together the music of Villa

Lobos note by note with hand-
made drawings of the fingerboard.
The cares of the world took over
and Shaun didn’t play his guitar for
many years. Then he broke both
legs in an accident. With time on his
hands and forced to give up sport,
he turned to playing the guitar in
earnest. Being a practical man, he
thought of making guitars with the
aid of Make Your Own Classical
Guitar by Stanley Doubtfire.
However, the task was beyond him
until he joined a local class in guitar-
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